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oland s New

A Small ote

Into The Future

by Kurt Heiden

ound cards for computers come in

many different shapes ond sizes. By
for the most common ere those such e the
Roland Audio Production Card (RAP-10)
that fit into deskiop computers. Sound
cards like the RAI'-10 are great providing
vou have a desktop computer. And while
systems such a3 this mre very powerful,
they have one significant demiback,
which I'm sure you've discovered if
wous have ever tried to mdove one.
Unforrunately, compurer-
based music systorms with
their fragile monioors
and tmngled wires
mre nos all thas
portable
However,

computer-based mikic systems hove fust
aken a gisn: leap—owarnds portability,
Years of computer evolution hove fnsl-
Iy grven e the notebook compater. In fact,
people are purchasing notebook computers
b wuch growing numbers that sales of mivte-
book PCs could cventunlly outpace even
that of desktop systemsl OF course, that
scenario is 3 few years sway
from happening, but that
husn't kepr Roland
from befng at the
forefront of
designing
inired-

Rl nee
SCP-55 PCMGIA
Seraarnd e

ibhie sounds for these Hny compuiers.
Roland engmeers knew there had o be a
way to fit the awesome copabilitics of &
wynithesizer into & compact format suitmble
fior Hight and portable notebooks,

Roland’s Desk Top Medin Production
MTMP] division has been known for
many “Arsn” n the industry, The MPLU-
401 ook the computer world by storm m
1954 as the fArst standard for compu-
er/MIDM interfaces. Theee yoars later, the
MT-32 and LAPC-) sound card became
the most sought-after sound add-on
products availabdle for 8 compurer. This
wat primarily due 1o their use of LA syn-
thesis, the same technology that powered
the classic D-50 synthesizer. In 1903 the
RAP-10 broke new ground by being the
only sound cand that could simulianeous-
ly apply reverb and chorus DISP effects 1o
both digital audio and MIDI, Today,
Rolund is again breaking new ground amd
leading the industry with the mtroduction
of the SCP-55, the world's first wavetable
sound card designed specifically for notve-
book compurers|

The incredible expanding noiehook.
Motehook computers have been using
PCMCIA cards for a fow years aow
PCMELA stands for Personal Computer
Memaory Card Internathonal Association
This is 8 comminee thet determines. the
demails of how these cards must interface
with their notebook computer counier-
parts, There & 1 move underway to change
the description of these cards from
PCMCIA Card to “PC-CARD,”™ However,
use of that name hasn't completcly caught
on vet, Most PCMCIA Cands are either
modemns, network adepters, SCS1 inter-
faces ar CD-ROM adapters. Oinly recent
v have sound cards been minde available in
this credit card sized formm

Unfortunately for most nmcbook com-
puter users, current PCMCIA Card tech
pology 18 insufficient for thedr needs. The
cnly ype of MIDT synibesis available on
PCMCIA Cards unul now has been FM
synthesls with its Hmited sonic qualiey. In
fact, some of these cords don’t even have a
synthesizer, mstead using only lower-qual-
ity digitnd nudio for their outpat, Roland fms
taken sounds cands it the fumnere with the
first waverable PCMCIA sound cand ever
released. Made possible through Reland’s
R&AD experience und RS-PCM Artculated-
Wave technology the SCP-33 has arrived



With a notebook computsr, & pair of speak-
o atid i multimedis program the SC1%-535
transforms vour compuiter i a prescnis-
tion and muosicsl powerhowse—one that
yoou can carry arcund wids youl

I bt been sald ey times that great
things come incanall packeges, Rolond has
agatn waliduted this smtement with the
SCP-55, This breakthrough device is s full-
fentured General MIDUGS Sound Canvas
sviithesizer with two trecks of CD-quality
digital sudio recording and playback. And
Baoland dikin’t just stop there This bs also
the first Sound Canvns ever made thar can
fit in your shirt pocket!

For years the Sound Canvas family fins
provided “all-in-one™ solutions that fit nest-
I trwbes woner amdio rack. Synitheikcen like the
SC-55mid] imcorporate many musical ele-
ments that musicians need o o single

drive reconding.
When com
bined with a
program lhike
Band-in-a -Bix
and a PC-
200mkll key-
board ¥y
might want 1o
cormmder gving
vour roadies
siine time off)
Mubhttmedia
applications,
Creating o
portable musc
studio is one.
bt the
only advemiage of the S0 P-55. In e, the
SCP-55 is naar os mach &t home 8 boand-
podim presenting bus-
ness proposals with
incredible impace. Te
fucilitate thin Koland

not

mctedes Macromedia®s
Action! 3.0 free with the
SCP-55 in some pack-
mpes. Action] alows you
o ge froem an tdea 1o g
full blown presentation
with sound, music, ani-

Eanfuke 2 Snftwarr (abeee)ond Masmmadia
Acsion! 1.4 ¢ripht) prevics muin and prormianm
opntioens for pha S5 5 amd o narsbook commer.

mstrwment, Previoims copselidation puat
revert, chorus, delay and hursdreds of Tweru-
ment sounds o to 6 half-rack anic. Now
imngine having an sudio “mck” on o card
that fits in your notebook cemputer] All
o e b right there in your notebook car-
rving case. I your notebook PC isan TRM-
compatihle 486/33 (or higher), runs
Windows 3.1 and has ot lewst 4 Mbyves of
RAM [8 Mbytes recommended) with the
SCP-5% you nre ready to go. This cand glves
vou 354 professional gounds, nine drum
kits, eight reverh rypes, eight chorus types,
16-part multitimbral capability and 28-
voice polyphony, Oh yes, sounds can be
fully edired. In nddizion, the optional MCB-
3 MID Conmector Box provides you with
Lé-bar, 44. 1 kHz, stereo direct-to-dik hand

Pt SOPLES phep directly drsr e POMELA slat of & smtabuok compider

highly acclaimed software allows non-
muticians 0 make music in seconds. All
you do o make MU 8 poimt & molse
and click, You can even save your creanon
in Suandard MID] File (SMF) focma: for
use n Acrton! 3.0 ar yvour forite MIDI
sequenceas. The SCP-3% comes with 68
EME songs and Basy Juke 2, the REoland
AU file plaver and jukebox. Basy Jules
2 allows you Lo bowiid dinzens of MITH files
and save them as “albums® for emsy load-
ing later:

I vom have nn THM compatible potehook
computer and have been
waiting for o way 1o tae
vour music on the road,
make 80 impressive pre

sentation or even i
vou'pe JuEt gettng inno
ke, the SCP-535 s the
ultimate sound card. Adl
the power pid perfor-
mance that you expect
from the Sound Canves
wpfthesiner along with
o tracks of digital

morion and more im jusi minles] The
SC1P-55 and Acuon! 3.0 provide vou with
unheard of presentation guality and a sur-
prisingly short lesrning curve. A §199.00
vahie, Action! s an incredible sdditon to
the SCP-55 pockage

Thost who don't correntiv own 6 PC-
200mkll or other MIDI kevboard will be
pleased o kniow thil you can still make
great music with the SCP-55. In addition
oo Action! 1.0, you get DoReMiX, This

mucie is mow avalishie in
i coanpacy, pocket stged,
PFOMOCIA Card for your notebook com-
puter. This breakthrough in notebook
wound cards is one incredibie Sound
Crnvas that you muost sce, hoar and hoid to
belizve! =

Kier Hewden 0 a produs speoalut for
Rolawd 'y Dask Top Media Production
(OTMP) division. Kare i o self-deseribed
MiD =oangelis wnd commposer wonking in the
Loi Anpeley area
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